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all as the father of Don Alfonso and Dona Isabel, I spoke briefly
of how, after the death of Don Alvaro de Luna1, the king wished
to justify himself, and, as if he awakened from a dream, he
determined, among other resolutions, to send ambassadors to
Portugal to notify King Don Alfonso that he should not con-
tinue prejudicing the crown of Castile by appropriating its
ancient and exclusive right of navigating in the seas of Guinea,
and making war upon the Moors and other peoples of Africa,
because that was the privilege of the kings of Castile and Leon.
Only the abandon and the indolence of the Castilians had en-
couraged the Portuguese to wage war in Marruecos [Morocco],
and to navigate like lords through the sea of Guinea, preventing
with cruel wrath all other peoples from cruising off those coasts.
The death of Don Juan caused the embassy to break up, and his
successor, Don Enrique, as has been seen in that previously
narrated, allowed the Portuguese more freedom for their incur-
sions, stooping so low as to ask the King of Portugal that the
subjects of Castile should not be molested, when they arrived in
Guinea to trade with the natives, provided always that they paid
to Don Alfonso the fifth of the profits. The insolence of the Por-
tuguese rose so high that they were in the habit of putting to
death some of the Castilians, whom they caught beyond the
Canarias, with cruel torture, and in order to instil perpetual
terror in the rest they used to maim others, cutting off their legs
and hands. Soon in the height of their presumption, they at-
tempted to take the Canarias, belonging to the crown of Castile
by indisputable right, and four of them belonging by royal gift
to private individuals. At all events, the ancient lordship and the
original meaning of the documents thus prescribed it, and pos-
session confirmed it. Spiritually, they are subordinate to the
diocese of Seville in such a way that their bishop is a suffragan
of the see of Seville. The Portuguese made as many as four dif-
ferent attempts to disturb our people in the possession of the
islands, and very grave anarchy still lingers on, for three of them
1 Alvaro de Luna was grandmaster of St. James and constable of Castile.
He became the special favourite of John II, over whom he established an
unrivalled ascendancy, and he became virtual ruler of the country. In 1453*
however, he lost favour and was executed.